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First LoveFirst Love

Rev. 2:1Rev. 2:1--77

EphesusEphesus

•• A place famous A place famous 
for their for their 

worship of worship of 
Artemis (Diana)Artemis (Diana)

•• A place of A place of 
idolatry, idolatry, 

immorality, and immorality, and 
tolerance of all tolerance of all 

evilevil

(Acts 19: 27, 35)(Acts 19: 27, 35)

The church of Ephesus:The church of Ephesus:

•• Started in a powerful way                                         Started in a powerful way                                         
(Acts 19:11(Acts 19:11--12, 1812, 18--19)19)

•• Paul ministered in Ephesus for nearly 3 Paul ministered in Ephesus for nearly 3 
yearsyears

The message:The message:

•• Addressed to Addressed to 
the pastorthe pastor

•• Sent by Jesus Sent by Jesus 
ChristChrist

The Commendation 
(Rev. 2:2):

• Good deeds

• Hard work

• Perseverance

• Did not tolerate 
wicked men

• Tested those who 
claimed to be apostles 
and found those that 

were fake

Sound church Sound church 
except for one except for one 

thing: thing: 

Forsaken their Forsaken their 
first love to Jesus first love to Jesus 
Christ (Rev. 2:4)Christ (Rev. 2:4)
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Your love Your love 
towards Jesus towards Jesus 

Christ can grow Christ can grow 
cold when you cold when you 

face times of trial, face times of trial, 
persecution, persecution, 

discouragement, discouragement, 
and doubtand doubt

The solution to the The solution to the 
problem?problem?

•• Remember your Remember your 
born again born again 
experienceexperience

•• Remember your Remember your 
initial love for doing initial love for doing 

God’s workGod’s work

•• RepentRepent

•• Do the first worksDo the first works

Something in Something in 
their favor:their favor:

The church at The church at 
Ephesus Ephesus 
hated the hated the 

preaching of preaching of 
the the 

NicolaitansNicolaitans

Reward Reward 
for those for those 

who who 
overcome:overcome:

Right to Right to 
eat from eat from 

the tree of the tree of 
lifelife


